[Surgical resection of exocrine neoplasms of the pancreatic head: indications and requirements].
Surgical resection is the only curative procedure for the treatment of the cancer of the pancreatic head: this paper describes the precise indications for surgery. These are: tumour size (diameter less than 4 cm), no metastases in the extra regional lymph nodes, no arterial invasion or involvement of the portal vein of more than 1.2 cm in length or its bilateral narrowing. The authors point out that only the complete removal of the retropancreatic tissue allows control of local recurrence and metastasis. They examine different resective procedures, concluding, on the basis of the literature and their own experience, that R2 subtotal pancreatoduodenectomy leads to a curative resection because of the removal of the foci of micrometastasis, a better control of local recurrence and, perhaps, a longer survival. They discuss the problem of the use of pyloro preserving pancreatic duodenectomy (PPDP) for exocrine tumours of the pancreas and conclude that it is correct to perform such an operation even for the treatment of these tumours if the local extension of the neoplasm allows it. Finally, the authors underline the need to use other adjuvant therapies to improve results: these however, are very often, quite limited.